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Questions and Answers on the second NER 300 Call for 

Proposals (version 7 May 2013) 

A. The NER 300 programme – General 

1. The second call is addressed to EEA countries Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway as well as 

EU Member States: can you please explain why the EEA countries are now eligible? 

The EEA Joint Committee's Decision 152/2012 adopted on 26 July 2012 incorporates 

Commission Decision 2010/670/EU ('NER 300 Decision') into Annex XX (Environment) of the 

EEA agreement. Therefore, the NER 300 Decision is as of 27 July 2012 of EEA relevance, and its 

calls open to all EEA countries.  

For the sake of simplicity, the phrase 'Member State' is used in the second call to refer to any 

Member State of the European Union (including, expected from 1 July 2013, Croatia) as well 

as Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. 

2. With reference to Article 4.6 of the second call for proposals of NER 300 concerning the 

possibility of combining different sources of financing: if 50 % of the project is covered by 

NER 300, is it allowed to cover the remaining share (totally or partially) with Structural 

Funds? 

Yes. NER 300 funding is not part of the general budget of the EU and may be combined with 

financing from other EU funding instruments, including Structural and Cohesion Funds, the 

European Energy Programme for Recovery (EEPR) or the FP7/Horizon 2020 research and 

innovation framework programmes. NER 300 may also be combined with co-financing from 

Member States; this, however, is not a requirement of the NER 300 programme. 

3. Is there any conflict between the NER 300 and a GSE (a state-owned company which 

promotes and supports RES in Italy) funding scheme? 

NER 300 rules do not preclude that national or private schemes may set conditions on 

combining their funding with one another, or with NER 300 funding. Please note that the 

award decision under NER 300 is conditional on all necessary State aid approvals being 

granted in accordance with Article 9 of the NER 300 Decision. In accordance with Article 108 

of the TFEU, State aid must be notified and authorised by the Commission before it is granted. 

Please refer to your national authority for further guidance:  

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/funding/ner300/docs/contacts_en.pdf 

4. Where can I find the documentation relating to the call, and is it available in languages other 

than English?  

All documentation concerning the second call for proposals under the NER 300 programme is 

available in English only and can be found at 

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/funding/ner300/index_en.htm To facilitate the due diligence 

assessment and allow for efficient and timely award decisions, Application Forms and 

Submission Forms should be completed in English. Additional documentation to support the 

Application Forms and Submission Forms should, where possible, also be sent in English. 

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/funding/ner300/docs/contacts_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/funding/ner300/index_en.htm
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5. Is Croatia eligible to submit proposals to NER 300's second call closing on 3 July 2013? 

Yes, Croatia is eligible to formally submit proposals to NER 300 as from its date of accession to 

the EU, which is expected to take place on 1 July 2013.  

6. Is there a limit to the number of awards that a Member State may receive? 

Yes. The NER 300 Decision establishes that no more than three awards may be made to any 

one Member State across the two calls for proposals. Trans-boundary projects do not 

compute towards this maximum. Member States with three awards would only qualify for a 

further award in the unlikely event that there are no takers from a Member State with fewer 

than three awards. 

7. Is there a limit to the number of proposals that a Member State may submit to NER 300 

competition?  

There is no restriction to the number of proposals that any one Member State may submit for 

NER 300 funding. 

8. What type of support is required from Member States? Are Member States expected to 

contribute to projects financially?  

Member State support for NER 300 purposes does not require a financial contribution from 

the Member State. It does however require Member State endorsement in as far as the 

Member State will be entering into a legally binding agreement with the Project Sponsor in 

the case of an award. Member States are required to comply with obligations for 

disbursement and reporting pursuant to the NER 300 Decision. Moreover, the Member State 

is expected to play an active role in the management of the project from the time of 

submission of the proposal until the completion of the project in case of a successful proposal.  

9. If a project got an award in the first round, but has not managed to put the funding in place, 

can it go to the second round and, if so, does it become a completely new application? 

Annexes 2 and 3 to the Commission Implementing Decision C(2012)9432 set forth Project 

Sponsors' and Member States' rights and obligations in case of changes to the projects that 

received awards, including permanent failure. Both Project Sponsors and Member States must 

comply with these rules. 

Only awarded projects which have been deemed to have definitely failed in time before the 

submission deadline may be resubmitted to the second call. In this case they will enter the 

competition afresh and on an equal footing with all other applications. 

10. What kind of information does the European Commission wish to receive from Member 

States six weeks after the launch of the call, and what use will be given to this information?  

The European Commission wishes to receive from Member States indications six weeks after 

the launch of the call on the number of proposals envisaged to be submitted by them to the 

EIB, as well as the project (sub-)category, and whether they are re-applications from the first 

call. This information will be used for planning purposes, notably to establish the timeline to 

award. 
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B. Application stage – Non-financial issues 

General 

11. When is the closing date for Project Sponsors to submit applications to their Member 

States? 

The European Commission has set a closing date of 3 July 2013 for Member States to submit 

applications to the European Investment Bank but left it to Member States to determine the 

national deadline for Project Sponsors to submit applications to their national authorities for 

the second call. Please contact your national authority:  

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/funding/ner300/docs/contacts_en.pdf 

12. The possibilities for national co-funding are as yet uncertain in my Member State: in light of 

this uncertainty, is it possible to submit a project proposal in two forms? 

No. In the interests of equal treatment and good management of public funds, a single 

application is accepted per project. Note that all applications will undergo a technical and 

financial due diligence, and submitted proposals should therefore provide sufficient evidence 

to demonstrate that the project is both robust and viable from a financial and technical 

perspective. 

13. Is it possible to get information on the reasons for failure of projects submitted under the 

first call? 

Feedback on Proposals that were rejected under the first call will be released upon request 

only to the Project Sponsor and to the Member State who submitted the proposal.  

14. Which RES subcategories received an award under the first call, and which ones received no 

awards under the first call? 

The Annex of the NER 300 Award Decision C(2012)9432 contains information on the awarded 

projects, including project acronym, Member State which submitted the project and project 

(sub-)category: http://ec.europa.eu/clima/news/docs/c_2012_9432_en.pdf 

15. What priority will be given in the second call to (sub-)categories that did not receive an 

award under the first call? 

The provisions of the selection process under the second NER 300 call for proposals remain 

unchanged compared to the first call. However, pursuant to paragraph 66 of the second call 

for proposal, to the extent that funding available may be short to honour all requests, the 

Commission will, if appropriate, ensure that projects from technology sub-categories which 

did not receive an award in the first call shall be deselected last. 

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/funding/ner300/docs/contacts_en.pdf)
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Eligibility 

16. Is an innovative RES project currently under construction eligible? Or does the NER 300 

scheme only apply to existing plants? What happens if the project starts operation before 

the adoption of the award decision? 

NER 300 is open to any project that fulfils the eligibility criteria set out in Article 6 of the NER 

300 Decision and which comes into operation at a date that is later than the award decision, 

but within four years of its adoption (see Article 11(1) of the NER 300 Decision, and Annex 7 

point 2 of the Second NER 300 call for proposals). Accordingly, projects that enter into 

operation before the award decision is adopted will be excluded from funding under NER 300. 

The European Commission aims to adopt the award decision by mid-2014. The award is also 

conditional upon all relevant national permits in accordance with relevant Union law being 

issued, approval by the Commission of any state aid in respect of a project being granted, and 

final investment decisions being reached by the Project Sponsor within 24 months of the 

adoption of the award decision (36 months for CCS projects with saline aquifer storage). 

17. Is a project which is more innovative but whose capacity is below the threshold set out in 

the corresponding technology sub-category eligible for funding?  

NER 300 was established to support the demonstration of innovative RES technologies at pre-

commercial scale. The capacity threshold is the parameter in the technology specifications 

that ensures that the project is one that demonstrates the technology at a pre-commercial 

scale, and is therefore a mandatory requirement for projects to be eligible. 

The only exception to this case is set out in Article 6(2) of the NER 300 Decision. This addresses 

the case where a Member State is unable to put forward any proposal meeting the minimum 

capacity thresholds under any of the technology categories. In that case, the Member State 

may request a derogation from the minimum threshold as long as the Project meets all other 

criteria in Article 6 (and Annex I) of the NER 300 Decision. 

18. Is a CCS project in mineral extraction industry sector eligible under the second call? 

No. Industrial applications implementing CCS eligible under the NER 300 programme are 

refineries, cement kiln, iron and steel production and aluminium production within the 

capacity thresholds set out in Annex I, Part A.I of the NER 300 Decision. 

Technical issues 

19. Are waste paper and waste wood eligible as lignocellulosic material for projects under 

bioenergy subcategories? 

Feedstocks can be very diverse in their lignocellulose content. There are no specific 

requirements in Annex I of the NER 300 Decision. Lignocellulosic feedstocks are considered 

those of biomass origin constituted of either cellulose or lignin as basic components. 
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20. For subcategory WINa, would a project that, due to geographical constraints, cannot be put 

into water depth of more than 50 m, be discriminated in the competition? 

Projects must comply with the eligibility criteria set in Article 6 of the NER 300 Decision. In 

particular, RES Projects, to be eligible, need to fall into one of the technology subcategories 

listed in Part A.II of Annex I of the NER 300 Decision. RES projects must be innovative in 

nature; existing, proven technologies are ineligible. For subcategory WINa, the Commission 

encourages demonstration of innovative ground-based substructures of water depth of more 

than 50 m. However, projects which are able to demonstrate other innovative features in the 

technology will not be excluded by the competition.  

21. Under (sub)category BIOf, is the 48 % efficiency concerning electrical or total (electrical + 

heat) energy efficiency? (BIOf: Lignocellulose to electricity with 48 % efficiency based on 

lower heating value (50 % moisture) with capacity 40 MWe or higher) 

Under subcategory BIOf, the relevant final product against which the CPUP will be calculated 

is electricity only. If a project is a combined heat and power plant (CHP), to take into account 

the combined production of heat and power in the plant, the Project Sponsor should 

demonstrate that, for the purpose of the determination of electricity as the final product, full 

account has been taken of the impacts of the technology and processes associated with the 

plant, infrastructure and utilities proposed. Information provided by the Project Sponsor 

should also include mass and energy balances. It should be noted that revenue streams 

resulting from heat generation and sales have to be considered for the calculation of the 

relevant cost. For the purpose of determining the different outputs of a CHP and their related 

efficiencies, the methodologies outlined in Directive 2012/27/EU have to be followed as and 

to the extent applicable. 

22. Under the Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) sub-categories pursuant to Annex I, Part A.II of 

the NER 300 Decision, there is no provision for Tower Systems using 'molten salts' or other 

environmentally benign heat transfer fluids. Could a tower project using molten salt 

technology be considered eligible in the second call for proposal? 

Yes. 

23. Please clarify the definitions of 'innovative technologies' and 'existing, proven technologies'.  

Guidance on what constitutes an 'innovative technology' for the purposes of NER 300 is 

provided in Annex 6, point II of the Call for Proposals, and applicants should provide sufficient 

information in their application to enable a well-informed assessment on their innovation. 

Member States will, as part of a wider eligibility check, confirm projects' innovation as they 

must ensure that the projects they put forward to the competition meet the innovation 

criteria. Compliance with this, as well as other eligibility requirements will be verified by the 

European Commission in the course of the competition. 
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C. Application stage – Financial issues 

General 

24. Could you please clarify which reference period we have to consider for the base rate 

following http://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/legislation/reference_rates.html? 

The reference rate should be in line with the published rate applicable the month when the 

Application Form C and the underlying project business plan has been finalised within a 

reasonable timeframe from the submission of the application documents to the EIB. 

Relevant costs calculations 

25. If a project has been awarded, say, 45 % support of the relevant costs from a Member State 

prior to an application of support from the NER 300 programme, how should this be taken 

into account in the calculation of relevant costs for NER 300 purposes? 

In Submission Form C the Member State has to confirm the relevant costs and the sources of 

financing for the relevant costs, including the support to relevant costs from the Member 

State. The Member State will have to confirm in Submission Form C the total request for 

public funding, which is equal to the relevant costs of the project, minus any contribution to 

those costs from the operator. The total request for public funding refers to the sum of all 

contribution from (direct) public sources envisaged to be provided to a project, such as State 

aid. The Member State has to identify and confirm in the same Submission Form C the best 

estimate of net present value of additional benefits resulting from support schemes, as 

calculated according to Article 3(5) of the NER 300 Decision. 

Reference plant 

26. If a Member State fixed a reference plant for a given technology in the first call, does this 

one have to be maintained for the second call, or is the Member State free to establish a 

new reference plant for that technology? 

Member States are free to establish new reference plants for the second call if they so wish.  

27. In the first call the Commission provided guidance on key parameters to calculate the 

reference plant costs. Do you intend to follow the same procedure this time? 

It is for the Member States to define the reference plant and any associated assumption to 

enable the relevant costs to be determined in conjunction with the Project Sponsor. The 

Project Sponsors should, in agreement with Member States, determine any assumptions for 

their own individual project. Member States should ensure that the assumptions made for all 

the projects they submit are consistent unless justification is provided for a difference. The 

calculation of the relevant costs on the basis of these assumptions shall follow the calculation 

method established in the second call for proposal. To help Project Sponsors and Member 

States in this exercise, the EIB provided updated guidance at the information session held on 

the 10 April 2013. The worked examples include also a list of relevant assumptions, which 
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Member States are free to adapt and update to determine the valid reference plant 

parameters and scaling in a RES sub-category of a project they intend to submit. 

28. For an innovative RES project currently under construction, what is the extra investment 

cost that could be considered for the calculation of the reference cost? 

Guidance to determine the level of reference costs is provided in Application Form C, which is 

(sub-)category specific. Application Form C includes the spreadsheet 'Ref. Plant' which Project 

Sponsor should compile by including a description of the reference plant and a breakdown of 

cost items under investment and operation costs. Privately financed costs incurred or costs to 

which Project Sponsors have committed in a legally binding agreement with suppliers before 

submission of the project proposal by a Member State to the EIB cannot be included in the 

relevant costs. Project Sponsors are nevertheless encouraged to include information on such 

costs in the cost sheets for the purpose of complete cost information. Privately financed costs 

incurred or costs to which Project Sponsors commit in a legally binding agreement with 

suppliers after submission of the project proposal by a Member State to the EIB, can be 

included in the relevant costs. 

29. What is the reference plant for DRM technologies, and how do I calculate costs?  

It is difficult to identify one single reference plant in the case of the DRM technologies. DRM 

(smart grids) systems should enable the distributed renewable energy source generators to 

operate unconstrained or with reduced constraints, reduce losses in the network and enable 

the network’s capability to accommodate the distributed generation. It is therefore more 

appropriate to identify a reference network where smart grids technologies would need to be 

applied to. This is to be considered on a case by case basis taking into account the network 

and the project boundaries. Relevant costs, with regard to the already deployed or scheduled-

to-be-deployed renewable energy source generators within the project boundary, are only 

those investment and operational costs required to interface the renewable energy source 

generators with the DRM system. This can include control, communication, monitoring and 

protection interfaces. Additional costs on any active demand side equipment such as smart 

meters, smart appliances, heat pumps, as well as chargers for electric vehicles can be 

considered as relevant costs, if documented to be contributing to the management of 

renewable generation. However, costs related to power generation units will not be 

considered as relevant costs for DRM projects, as these are not related to renewable energy 

management and optimisation of small and medium scale Distributed Generators, as required 

in for all sub-categories of the DRM category in Annex I, Part A of the NER 300 Decision. 

State aid 

30. Concerning state aid compatibility of the public co-funding, how many cases of conflict were 

identified in the first round, particularly with respect to CCS projects? 

No CCS project was eventually awarded NER300 funding. As a result, the assessment of the 

pre-notified and notified CCS projects was not completed. 
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31. Can the Commission provide details about how state aid and NER 300 funding can be 

combined?  

As stated in Article 9 of the NER 300 Decision, Award Decisions are conditional to all necessary 

state aid approvals being granted. NER 300 funding does not constitute state aid as no state 

resources are involved. National co-financing may however constitute state aid within the 

meaning of Article 107(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). In 

accordance with Article 108 of the TFEU, state aid must be notified and authorised by the 

Commission before it is granted. Member States are encouraged to contact the Commission 

services at an early stage for state aid aspects and pre-notify their projects. Member States 

should be aware that a separate notification must be made in respect of any state aid 

awarded to projects, containing the information which is necessary to enable the Commission 

to assess the compatibility of the aid under Article 107 TFEU. The Commission, in its state aid 

assessment, will take into account the potential NER 300 funding in order to verify the 

necessity and proportionality of the state aid. 

32. Which procedures apply for state aid approval?  

Co-funding by Member States may involve state aid within the meaning of Article 107(1) of 

the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). In accordance with Article 108 of 

the TFEU, Member States must notify the Commission before the aid is granted. State aid 

procedures are laid down in Council Regulation No 659/1999 of 22 March 1999 laying down 

detailed rules for the application of Article 93 (now Article 88) of the EC Treaty. 

33. Can the Commission confirm that the projects have to be pre-notified under state aid 

procedures before the deadline for submission, e.g. 3 July 2013?  

There is no obligation to pre-notify projects to the Commission before 3 July 2013. However, 

Member States are encouraged to pre-notify projects under state aid rules as soon as possible 

to allow best possible co-ordination of procedures. 

D. Project assessment, ranking and selection 

Ranking 

34. What priority, if any, will be given to proposals from Member States that were not 

represented in the first call?  

The provisions of the selection process under the second NER 300 call remain unchanged 

compared to the first call. No priority will be given to proposals from Member States that 

were not represented in the first call. 

Reserve list 

35. The reserve list is a new feature of the second call. Can you please clarify how this reserve 

list will be managed and for how long will it remain open?  

The Commission aims at maximising the allocation of funds for projects under the second call. 

Following completion of the balancing exercise (matching available funds with requested 
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funds, pursuant to paragraph 67 of the call), the Commission will establish, where 

appropriate, a reserve list of projects. Such reserve list will be used if the possibility arises to 

co-finance further demonstration projects under the NER 300 Decision, should funds become 

available after the adoption of the award decision for the projects on the final list, for example 

in case of a project failure pursuant to the award decision under the first NER 300 call for 

proposals. Pursuant to Article 11 of the NER 300 Decision, revenues which are not disbursed 

to projects and income generated from the management of revenues must also be used to co-

finance further demonstration projects under the NER 300 programme. 


